Circulation In The Horizon
February 2006

This year’s annual conference will be held in South Padre Island, Texas, at the
Radisson Hotel and Resort. This conference is the culmination of changes that
have been suggested over the last two years.
This will be our first conference in the spring. You won’t want to miss this
year’s conference! The New Conference Format is explained in the article on the
bottom of page one.
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President Lane Aten is preparing a program that will benefit circulation managers from all size Texas newspapers. The program line-up will be included with
registration materials that will be mailed in early March. 2006.
Now is the time to make your hotel reservations! The hotel deadline for the conference rate is March 22, 2006. Be sure and call today to request your room.
Call 800 333 3333 or 956 756 6511. Rates are from $99 for a cabana room and
$199 for a two bedroom/two bath condo.

New Conference Format
The TCMA Board of Directors established a new conference meeting format
to encourage greater participation and
allow our vendors to stay for the entire
conference.

The Vendor Reception will proceed
the Carrier of the Year Dinner (COTY)
on Tuesday evening. This is a change
from the Wednesday evening format.
Which will allow our vendors to attend
the annual banquet.

The Hot Ideas Breakfast will kick-off
The TCMA sponsored golf tourna- Wednesday morning followed by a
Wednesday morning session. The conment has been eliminated.
The conference will actually begin ference will adjourn at 12:00 noon on
with an opening session on Monday af- Wednesday.
ternoon followed by the President’s DinWith this new format, members can
either stay over for a free afternoon on
ner on Monday evening.
The gavel will open the Tuesday Wednesday or check out of the hotel and
meeting preceded by a new $Vendor- make their way back home.
Rama$ breakfast meeting with our vendors. The Association business meeting
will be over lunch on Tuesday. The
Tuesday afternoon sessions will resume
at 1:45 pm.
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TCMA Legal Counsel
The newspaper industry is at
organizations to support The Aria critical point with the National
zona Republic:
Labor Relations Board on the
I will keep you posted on the
issue of whether newspaper caroutcome of this important case.
riers are employees or independWhile we await that decision, I
ent contractors. As I have previcertainly believe that most newsously reported in this column, I
papers can successfully fit
successfully represented St. Jowithin the teachings of the deciseph News-Press before the Nasion in St. Joseph News-Press.
tional Labor Relations Board,
The Graphic Communicaand on August 27, 2005, got an
tions
International Union is the
independent contractor ruling,
union that has tried to organize
reversing an earlier “employee”
the newspaper carriers at The
decision. On the same day, the
Arizona Republic. That union
National Labor Relations Board
tried to exploit that newspaper’s
issued orders to NLRB Regional
utilization of distribution cenDirectors in Louisville and
ters. At the CWCMA Legal
Phoenix, asking them to reconSeminar XXVI in Walnut Creek,
sider earlier “employee” rulings
California, we thoroughly anain light of St. Joseph Newslyzed the impact of distribution
Press. While the Regional Director in Louisville reversed centers on union organizing. Let
me share some of the issues anahimself and made an independlyzed. We determined that the
ent contractor finding, the Regional Director in Phoenix did use of distribution centers is an
invitation to organizing. It is
not. He “rubber stamped” his
hard to know just “who” is comearlier “employee” ruling in The
ing into these centers. The disArizona Republic case, and the
tribution centers are not located
case is now on appeal to the Nadowntown; they are in remote
tional Labor Relations Board.
parts of the city. Management
The context of The Arizona
presence is usually low at night.
Republic case is that those newsIt is critical that Managers at the
paper carriers have voted in a distribution centers be trained
secret ballot election, the ballots
how to react to the presence of a
have been impounded and have
union organizer.
not been counted, pending the
One of the topics discussed
appeal before the National Labor
was
the use of tables in the disRelations Board. I certainly betribution centers by newspaper
lieve that the National Labor Relations Board in Washington carriers. The best way to handle
this from an independent conshould reverse the Phoenix Retractor point of view is to label
gional Director. In fact, I have
the tables by route number, not
filed a “Friend of the Court”
by a carrier’s name; the carriers’
brief on behalf of the following
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use of these tables should be voluntary. If the carrier desires to
use a table, it would be prudent
to negotiate a rate that the carrier
pays for this purpose. It was
also deemed critical at the Seminar that the contractor be allowed to pick up his newspapers,
leave, and do nothing at the distribution center.
Security is a big concern at
distribution centers. It is sometimes impossible to know just
who is in the centers. The experience of The Arizona Republic was that union organizers
were in the centers posing as
substitutes for contracted newspaper carriers. Many of the union organizers spoke Spanish,
the language of many of the
newspaper carriers.
It is important that the distribution centers are not allowed to
become the “social club” of the
newspaper carriers. Newspaper
carriers are invitees to the premises for a limited period of time.
The newspaper is under no obligation to allow them to hang
around for hours on end, talking
to other newspaper carriers. The
newspaper certainly has the legal
right to limit the presence of the
newspaper carriers to be on its
premises for only a limited period of time.

Membership Renewal Notices
The TCMA By-Laws require the Secretary to send
membership renewal notices each November for the succeeding year.
Enclosed with your Lone Star Review is the membership renewal notice. Please return it with your payment
by March 15, 2006.

Our Newest Members!
Christopher Walz
Richard Petcher
Judy Rogers
Mariano Calderone
Patrick Johnson
Jana Dobson

TCMA Board Election In April

Susan Marvin

According to the TCMA By-Laws in Article IV, Section 4, election of officers shall take place at the annual
conference. Nomination speeches will be limited to two
minutes during the morning session on Tuesday, April
25, 2006, followed by the actual vote of the membership.
Officers elected will begin their term immediately
following the conference. Beginning with the Second
Vice-President and serving through Chairman is a five
year commitment. Officers advance from Second VicePresident, First Vice-President, President- Elect, President, and Chairman. There will also be an election for a
Membershp Director that serves for one year.
The TCMA
www.texascma.org.
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In Memoriam
Former TCMA Presidents, Al Miller (1980) and Albert Vaughan (1982) passed away within a day of each
other in late November 2005. Both men were retired
from their respective newspapers. Albert Vaughan was
circulation manager and then publisher of the Greenville
Herald Banner.
Al Miller served as TCMA President in 1980 when
the conference met in Laredo, Texas. At the time, Al was
working at the Abilene Reporter-News.

Route Smart Technology
Automated Solutions
Kerrville Daily-Times
Houston Chronicle
Austin AmericanStatesman
Austin AmericanStatesman
Harris & Baseview

Win Cash at the Conference!
The number of promotional display entries
that are judged at the conference have declined
over the last several years.
The TCMA Board of Directors did not want
to eliminate the competition but the lack of entries in the contest gave the board an opportunity
to try something new.
As an experiment, each
newspaper
conference attendee
that
brings
some
type of single
copy point-ofpurchase,
a
home delivery promotional piece or a Newspaper in Education promotional piece, will be entered into a drawing. The total amount of cash
that will be given away will be determined by
the number of entries that are received. Your
materials can be loose as all of the materials received will be posted on a large core board for
all of the attendees to view.
Your entry must be submitted at the time
you register at the conference on Monday,
April 24, 2006. Come on down to South Padre
on Monday so you can participate in this new
contest.
Watch for your registration packet in early
March for additional information.
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TCMA Lone Star Review Sponsors
Circulation III, Inc.
Newspaper Sales

John V. Dinan III
President

2636 Walnut Hill Lane
Suite 205
Dallas, TX 75229
Phone: 214-352-1123
Toll-Free: 800-650 -7183
Fax: 214-956-0876
Email:jdinan@circulationiii.com
www,circulationiii.com

John Pisa
President

636.940.2200 : Office
636.724.6911 : Fax
888.940.2200 : Toll Free
johnpisa@thepisagroup.com : Email
2120 Collier Corporate Pkwy.
St. Charles, MO 63303
www.thepisagroup.com

Joseph W. Neuhof

Vice President of
Business Development

22 West Pennsylvania Ave.
Suite 505
Towson, MD 21204

Manufacturing Quality Products for 105 years
www.shorack.com
Email: custserv@shorack.com
1-800- 527- 1134

Tom Zgonc, President
tzgonc@prostarts.com

Direct Dial: 410.821.3485
jneuhof@pcfcorp.com

Home Delivery
Call Center Services

5037 Pine Creek Drive
Westerville, Ohio 43081
614-890-0343
800-634-0017
www.pdisaneck.com
A Division of The Cannon Group

Bob Brauning, HR Mgr.

“Building your readership
one rack at a time”

bbrauning@prostarts.com

5500 Plantation Rd.
Theodore, AL 36582

Eric Southard Vice President
Professional Telemarketing for Newspapers
46 Ravenna St. # B-1 Hudson, OH 44236
1-800-776-6397 fax: (330) 650-6898

Margaret Hazeltine
Regional Sales Manager
800-522-3443
Fax: 480-816-4236
mehazeltine@aol.com

918 N. Dallas Avenue
Lancaster, Texas 75146
972-227-6170 Fax 972-218-9609

metro-news.com

(800) 467-1725
Fax: (334) 653-1014
e-mail: info@raksystems.com
www.raksystems.com

erics@metro-news.com

WWW.PROSTARTS.COM

Bellatrix
Systems
The Leader In Single-Copy
Sales Technology

Tel: 800-451-9753

www.bellatrix.com

WGA

Gene Sanders
Territory Manager
North Texas
Ext. 2044

(800) 527-9459

THE Z INSER L AW F IRM

Telephone 717.730.9777 Fax 717.730.9328

Texas Circulation
Management Association
TCMA Lone Star Review
February 2006
James Smith
Editor
TCMA
PO Box 90490
Houston TX 77290
713 362 5567

800-778-0903
gking@niesolutions.com
Funding your NIE
program at no
cost to your
Newspaper

Fax: 866-553-9030
8301 Broadway Ste 219
San Antonio, TX 78209-2066

Newspaper Telemarketing Services

Robert Landis
President

A Professional Corporation

Wilson Gregory Agency
Richard W. Hively, President
Independent Contractor and Surety Bonding Programs

Gurney King

Plastics Corporation

L . MICHAEL ZINSER
Attorney At Law
150 Second Avenue North
Nashville, Tennessee 37201
Telephone 615.244.9700
Fax 615.244.9734
www.zinserlaw.com

Area Code 615
Residence 452.4357
Residence Fax 452.2853
Cellular Phone 300.7681
Email:lmzbna@aol.com

459 North Gilbert Road
Suite A208
Gilbert, AZ 85234
480-926-5379
480-926-5758
robert.landis@cirtech.us
www.cirtech.us

(903) 674-2105
Fax (903) 674-9004
NEW E-Mail: gdoty@valornet.com

Doty Equipment & Supply Co.
415 North Main St.
Detroit, TX 75436

Gerald Doty

• Bellatrix Mechanisms
• News Racks
• Rack Parts

• Pad Locks
• Deliver Supplies
• Advertising Specialist

This space available
Call
713 362 5567 or e -mail
tcma@texascma.org

GOALGETTERS helps you
reach & exceed your budget.
Over 500 Newspapers can’t be wrong!
We have helped many sizes from large ones (Houston TX)
To the smaller ones (Moline IL)
Turnkey Programs Customized for YOUR NEEDS and AREA.
The “CASH REWARD Food & Fun” Card
GoalGetters, Inc.
Visit circup.com or 800-481-8484

